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USK  UKB_;N  DISTRjrC OlIICIlT^ 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  t'S^lfsa^RT^' '' 


To;  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Usk  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr.  Chc?.irman,  Ladies  and  Gent  lemon, 


L13RART 


^ to  present  the  ..nnual  ReDr>«’t  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1950,  ^ ^'^oaicai 

decentralisation  of  Health  Services  agreed  upon  bv 

and  the  District  Councils  and  the  Ministry,  a'^full 

mi  Officer  of  Health  v/as  appointed  to  the  Usk  Urban  District 

iho  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Holath  Include,  b-  aareement  “ 

supervision  f the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  three^Local  ’ 

-borrsvenny  L.D.C,  Pontypool  R.D.C.  nnd  .'xborr-avenn- 

ConnW  the  Administrative  " 

Oount7r  of  Monmouth. 

the  ^Medical  Officer  is  very  varied,  and  as  the  Count-r 
^ouncil  have  to  retain  seven  eleventh’s  of  the  Meuieai  Officer's 
oimo  for  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  School  Medical  I^vsnections 

thYroircSuncllf.*’^''  "llocatod  to  Sanitary  work  spread  over 

,,f  4-hPhif  A'hM.f?  tho  allocation  of  tho  time  f or  various  funchi  nr 

""tj"  -L  Oificer  is  not  completely  satisfact or},'',  as  more  time 

^ Public  Health  work,  but  it  must  be  rem.emborod 
bhat  the  " ealth  Service  is  the  most  progressive  Servioe  ever  enforced 
in  any  Country,  and,  therefore,  liable  to  re-adjustment  in  tho  future, 

30CL.L  CQIDITIOHS  IN  THE  URB/.K  DE  TRICT. 

the  centre  of  an  agricultural  district  tho  activities  of 
he  Tovm  are  mainly  concerned  with  agriculture  and  allied  trades. 

who  do  not  rain  their  livelihood  in  agriculture 
g\lied  puruits,_^are  emplo7;od  in  neighbouring  large  tons  or  at 

rdnance  i" actor;/  approximately  bv/o  miles  distant  from  tho 
town,  and  tho  new  Nylon  factory  vdiioh  Is  sonic  six  inllos  distant. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  tho  population  In  1950  .(as  ^7 

Rateable  Value; — f8G25 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate;-  £32, 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  and  ^'’esidencos;  - 477 

-.rea;-  The  area  of  the  district  is  655  acres. 

M..TEKNITY  ..m  CHILD  WELFi.RB . 

Babies  can  be"  seen  once  a week  at  T;/  Brith  Centre  Usk* 
expecLint  raoLh^rs  can  bo  seen  fortnightly  at  tho  same  centre.  One 

attendance,  and  all  vvelfaro  foods  can  bo  obua'i'i.oa 

at  the  centre 

DOMIC  ILL  L;rY  MID'.':  IFERY  SERV  ICE . 

Under  -the  re-allocation  of  the  District  Midwifery  Service, 
onu  District  Midwife  is  appointed  to  cover  the  Urban  District. 

DISTRICT  NURSING  SERV  I GE . 

There  is  one  District  Nurse  serving  tho  Urban  District  and 
surrounding  parts  of  tho  Rural  District i 
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HE.'iLTH  VISITING. 


Ono  Health  Visitor  is  doinr^  the  routine  domicilliary  visits, 
school  inspections  (cleanliness  of  body  and  clothes),  and  attends 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Vj  elf  are  Centro, 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


Tile  Count:/  Council  has  provided  a Domestic  Help  Service  vjhich 
is  intended  fir  those  cases  where  there  is  illness,  and  where  there  is 
no  able-bodied  relative  v;ho  ciuld  give  the  necessar:/"  assistance  in 
the  houseshold.  The  Service  has  been  useful  in  providing  assistance 
to  aged  persons  and  cases  of  chronic  sickness,  who  otherwise  would 
have  had  to  bo  admitted  to  Hospit'^. Is,  thereby  helping  to  relieve  the 
pressure  upon  Hospital  accomodation. 

The  Service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Area  Comnittee  Clerk 
(Mr.  D. Lewis  ) , Applicants  for  the  Service  are  assessed  to  repay 
the  cost  of  the  service  in  relation  to  their  income; 

The  hours  allocated  to  each  case  arc  recommended  at  the  personal 
investigation  by  the  District  Nurse,  Midwife,  or  Health  Visitor, 
and  are  submitted  to  me  for  approval.  Cases  where  the  recommendation 
exceeds  thirt:/  hours  per  week  have  to  be  submitted  by  the  x.roa 
Committee  Clerk  to  the  County  Health  Committee  for  investigation, 
except  maternity  cases. 

There  arc  approximately  thirty  Domestic  Helps  in  the  No, 10  . 

all  are  engaged  upon  a temporary  part  time  basis, 

;jvIBUL..H'ICE  SERVICE. 

The  Count:;  Council  are  responsible  for  the  /.mbulance  Service, 

Tlio  District  v/as  served  by  an  ambulance  based  at  Usk  and  ambulances 
av", liable  from  Pont/'pool  Depot  and  the  Central  Control  at  Caerloon, 

The  ambulance  based  at  Usk  has  been  transferred  to  Caerleon. 

V.;CCINATI0N  AGi.INST  3M..LL  POX  lUTD  IMMUNIS.'.TION  .Xt;.INST 

DIPHTHEr.L., 


Under  the  National  Hor^pth  Service  .^ct,  1946,  vaccination  against 
Sm.all  Pox  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  carried  out 
t the  surgeries  of  the  General  Practitioners  and  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  v.iolfare  Centres;  in  both  cases  free  of  charge. 

The  figures  for  vaccination  against  Small  Pox  and  immunisation 
aaainst  Diphtheria  for  the  Upban  Area  are  as  follows j - 

Vaccination  against  Small  Pox, 1950,  Total  No,  8. 

Immun i s a 1 1 on  a ga ins t Pi pht he r ia , Total  No,  22, 


' Since  the  compulsory  vaccination  against  Small  Pox  has  been 
■abolished,  the  ^rban  District,  like  the  rest  of  the  Countr:/,  foTlo’v.^u 
the  trend  of  a decrease  in  vaccination;  from  the  Public  Health 
point  of  vioYi  it  is  very  regretable,  Enc  oura  gement  is  given  to 
mothers  for  both  vaccination  against  Small  Pox  and  immunisation  again.st 
Diphtheria , 


ment;.l  he;.lth  service. 


A County  Ps:^chiatris t is  employed  for  the  purpose  of  a Medical 
ritialth  Service,  This  service  is  co-ordinated  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committees, 

No  Adult  Guidance  Clinics  are  held  in  the  Urban  District, 
but  individual  cases,  patients  suffering  from  early  nervous  strain, 
and  v/ho  arc  find.ing  difficulty  in  adjusting  themselves  either  in  their 
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^hono  or  o t 
"?s''’-chir'.tris 
tliG  Rer"l  :>m 


their  v/ork, 
t.  Cases 
1 Hospital 


care  seen  by  Dr,  J,  Howcoinbe  the 
considered  too  far  advanced  are 
Board  Ps;,rchia  trist , 


County 

referred 


to 


v‘EIP;.HE  SERVICES, 

The  ’'.'elf are  Officer  of  No,  10  Area  caters  for  the  needs  of  the 
\/hele  district  as  regards  elf  are  Services,  which  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  National  Assistance  ^.ct,  1948, 

LCOATIOH  OF  MEDICJ.L  OFFICER  OF  PIEi.LTH  AND  HirAi.LT H 

opeTceT 


The  Medical  Officer  ^f  Health  and  the  .'.rea  Health  Office 
operate  from  Leven  House,  /iber^-avonny , 

VITAL  ST..TISTICS, 


Total  deaths  per  Registrar 
Corrected  deaths, 


T otal  Males  Females , 

34  18  16 

32  18  14 


Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population:-  18.3 
Death  Rate  in  Caunt;,^  of  Monmouth:-  12*3 
Death  Rate  Enyland  and  '"'alesi-  11.6 


CAUSES  OF  DE..TH. 


Tuberculosis  respiratory, 

Malin-nant  neoplasm  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . . . . 

Coronary  disease,  ancina  . , 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

Bronchitis 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases, 


Males  Females 


1 

2 1 

5 2 

2 

5 2 

1 

2 2 

1 

1 

2 1 


Totals 


18 


14 


Total  births  per  Reyistrar 2 3 

Corrected  after  transfer 14  12 

Le"itimato 13  12 

Illegitimate 1 

Total  births  (Corrected  after  transfer) 26 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 14*9 

Birth  Rate  for  County  of  Monraouth ....IV *4 

Birth  Rato,  England  and  VI ales 15*8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 1 Female  . 

Infantile  mortality  rate. 38.4 

C ounty  rate 39*8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Tv.'onty-nlne  case£  of  infectious  disease  v;ere  notified  during 
the  year  and  of  thes®  it  was  found  necessar;/  to  remove  one  case 
of  Scarlet  Fever  to  h. os  pita  1, 


^ 4 f 


AN.. LYSIS  OF  C..3ES  ‘JF  II\[FECTI0U3  DISE.'.SES, 


J.cute  Poliomyelitis 1 

Scarlet  Fever 1 

Measles  and  Germ<an  Measles 5 

a'hoopinr  Cou.^;h.  21 

Pnoumonira 1 

Total  29 


The  necessary;  steps  of  isolation  and  disinfection  were  taken 
where  necessary, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  nurnher  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Fveylstor  at  the 
31st  December  1950  v;as; - 

IIL.IES.  FEM..IES. 

Pulmonary  N on- P u Imona  ry  Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

6 4 5 2 

Total  number  of  cases  on  the  Hoaistor  at  31st  December  1950;-  17 

DISCUSSION  OF  T.xBLES . 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year,  and  the 
rate  per  1000  population  compares  favourably  v/ith  that  for  En.^"land  and 
ales. 

The  case  of  ..cute  Polionyolit is  was  non-paralytic  and  a good 
recovery  wa  s rna  d e , 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  le^istor  remained  the  same  as 
for  1949,  There  is  room  for  improvement  and  once  more  I draw  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Committee  to  the  ir.ip.'rtance  of  finding 
suitable  accomodation  as  soon  as  cases  arc  discharged  from  the  Sanat./.. 
Tuberculosis  is  a disease  of  the  household  and  v;o  must  bear  in  mind 
it  v/ill  spread  to  the  family  if  proper  measures  are  not  taken  and  the 
most  important  of  those  measures  is  the  sleeping  accomodation.  .. 
case  of  tuberculosis  must  h^ve  one  room  of  its  own,  and  it  is  only  by 
takinr  these  measures  that  we  can  hope  to  stamp  out  this  gaining  evil. 

In  conclusion,  I may  say  that  the  health  of  the  Urban  District 
is  satisfactory. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.IvI.R,  Harvey. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


C' 


. , 11, 


S- 





USK  UK3;.N  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sessions  House, 

Usk ]^on. 

Au.rust  1951, 

To;  The  Chuirinan  and  Members  of  the 
Usk  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  dontlemen, 

I ber  to  submit  my  I'^nnual  Report  for  the  v/ork  carried  out  in 


the  district  during  the  year  1950, 

INS PSCT IONS. 

Houses 5o 

r.o- ins  poet  ions 47 

Schools 28 

Nuisances  68 

Dalrios, . . 15 

Premises  vjhere  food  is  prepared  and  sold 1^7  ' 

Factories  and  Workshops 63 

\/ater  Supplies 15 

Disinfections . 2 

Dis  inf  e s tat  ions  , ). 

Miscellaneous 


775 


HOUSING. 


1,  Inspection  of  dvJelling-houses  during  the  year; - 

(l)(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
hausing  defects  during  the  year  (under  Public 
Health  Housing  Acts)  ..  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  53 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  53 

'(ii)(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub  head'  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
rec  ^rded  under  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations, 1925.  .,  ..  ..  ,,  55 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .. 


53 


(ill) 


(iv) 


2. 


Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  proceeding 
sub-head)  found  n ;t  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  i*!!  for  habitation  ..  • 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  v/ithout  service 
of  formal  notices*,- 


. nil 


24 


(1 


• • 


17 


Kunibor  of  dofoctivo  dv/ollincs  rendered  fit  in 
0 consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authorities  Officers  ..  .. 

3,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  years - 

(a)  Proceedings  ubdor  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Hoalth  .’.cts; - 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied.  ,,  »,  ,,  ,, 

(ii)  Number  of  dv^ellings  in  which  defects  were  r 
remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Not  ices s-. 

' (a)  By  ovmers  ,,  ,,  ,, 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ovmers 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  -.ct,  1936s- 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made,  ,, 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders. 


• • nil 


7 


7 

nil 


» • nil 


nil 


OVERCRaVDING. 


The  general  position  has  cased  during  the  year  due  to  the 
completion  of  numbers  of  Council  Houses,  It  is  still  imnossible 
to  give  a true  figure  of  the  number  of  houses  still  overcrowded  due 
to  the  fluid  state  of  the  population. 

HOUS  ING  PlEP;xIRS. 


The  supply  of 
shortage  of  labour 
to  the  most  urrent 


materials  again  improved  during  the  year  but 
still  prevails.  As  a result  priorit^^  is  given 
cases. 


POST  '.A'Ji  HOUSING. 

The  existing  site  at  the  Monmouth  Road  has  boon  developed  to 
accomodate  seventy-four  houses.  Thirty  houses  had  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  eighteen  of  these  houses  having  been  occupied 
during  the  year,  A further  ten  houses  were  nearing  c mipletion  at 
the  end  of ^ the  year.  Work  was  also  proceeding  upon  eighteen  houses 
for  H.M. Prison  Commissioners,  The  completion  of  these  houses  will 
'relieve  the  general  position  in  the  Tovm, 

car;-vans  . 


No  caravans  v^ere  stationed  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

The  only  ground  now  used  for  caravan  purposes  is  the  Market 
Ground  v;hich  is  now  used  in  connection  v^/ith  the  Trinity  Fair, 

'"'.tor  supply  and  Sanitary  Accomodation  for  the  fair  ground  is  most 
sat  isf  act  or’:.  The  ground  is  not  used  for  ordinary  camping  or 

caravan  purposes. 

The  Ceuncil  is  to  bo  congratulated  upon  their  firm  decision 
in  the  refusal  to  again  consider  giving  permission  to  the  holding 
of  the  Trinity  Fair  in  the  Tvmn  Square. 


r 


SCHOOLS. 


• 

Tho  sanitation  and,  water  supplies  to  the  scho.als  are 
satisfactary  tho  only  defects  that  occurred  beiny  promptly  rectified. 
The  schools  are  visited  frequently  and  the  conveniences  are  found  to 
be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


h:.ter  supply. 

The  TovJn  is  served  by  tho  Pontypool  Gas  oc  vpnter  Gonna ny  v/ith 
a piped  supply  to  all  houses  v;ith  tho  exception  of  nine  houses  ¥/hich 
are  served  by  vjells. 


Ei-T-ht  samples  from  tho  mains  vJator  supplies  wore  taken  durinr  tho 
year  and  all  v/ere  found  to  be  satisfactory.  There  was  at  infrequent 
short  periods  ayain  a tendency  to  ovor-chlorinato  the  water.  The 
trouble  was  rectified  immediately  upon  the  Company  beln.^-  notified. 


Tho  number  of  houses  served  by  tho  mains  supply  at  the  end  of 
the  7rear  beiny  168, 

The  Pont7/pool  Gas  and  Later  Company  have  been  approached  duriny 
tho  year  with  a view  to  extondiny  their  mains  to  servo  a further 
seven  houses.  The  Company  view  the  suarostion  with  favour  and  it  is 
hoped  that  such  extension  will  bo  realised  duriny  tho  cominy  year. 

se:jl(e  dispos;.l. 


The  majority  of  the  houses  within  tho  Urban  District  are 
connected  to  the  Town  Sower  and  tho  sewaye  is  disp'^sod  of  by  means  of 
a settlement  tank  with  effluent  discharylny  by  means  of  soakaveays 
to  the  Liver  Uslc,  Tho  system  is  antlquatud  but  tho  now  seviToraye 
and  sev/ayo  disposal  scheme  vjhich  v/as  to  have  been  commenced  in  April 
of  this  year  v/ill  v;hon  c.m.ploted  bo  fully  capable  of  dealiny  v/ith 
all  sewage  f or  many  years  t ',)  c mo.  Provision  has  been  made  in  the 
nev/  scheme  for  an  increase  of  population  up  to  2500, 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


Refuse  is  c^jllected  at  weekly  intervals  and  is  disposed  of 
t a suitable  site  outside  thu  Town,  Tho  tip  is  frequently  inspected 
for  nuisance  and  rat  infestation. 


It  will  be  necessary  to  secure  further  tipping  ground  within  the 
next  tv;o  or  three  years  and  investigations  are  being  made  tov\/ards  the 
acquisition  of  suitable  land. 


DISIHFESTi'xTIOW. 

The  sowers  are  treated  and  inspected  as  often  as  is  required 
and  infestation  is  on  a very  minor  scale. 

The  refuse  tip  is  frequently  treated  and  infestation  is  kept 
'tea  minimum. 

J-  number  of  premises  v/ere  found  to  be  infested  to  various  minor 
dor-roes  and  all  necessary  acti3n  was  promptly  taken, 

F POPSHOPS. 

P’oodshops  wore  regularly  inspected  and  such  foods  as  wore 
found  unfit  wore  surrendered, 

Fift----onc  tins  of  various  foodstuffs  and  40  lbs  of  cereals 
and  dried  fruit  were  condemned  as  unfit  f ;r  consumption  duriny  tho 
year. 
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MILK  DISTRIBUTORS  o:  DAIRY  REMISES 


ols  t 


Particulars  cf  dairies  and  distributors  on  Rer-isters 
December  1950; 


at 


Dairies . , , , , , , , 2 

Milk  Distributors 4 

One  retailer  was  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  milk  and  one  distributor 
to  sell  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  milks. 

There  are  no  Pasteurising  or  Sterilising  plants  in  the  area. 

The  tv;o  dairies  and  the  vehicles  etc.,  of  the  distributors  are 
inspected  regularly  and  tv/enty  four  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from 
the  distributors  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  ACTS. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector; 


Premises . 

Number 

on 

,, 

Number  of 

Rer'ister 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
are  enforced  by  L,/i, 

7 

26 

2 

nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  above 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

5 

22 

1 

nil 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

2 

15 

nil 

nil 

Tota  1 

14 

63 

3 

nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found. 


Number 

of  defects. 

Particulars . 

Found 

Remedied 

Fief  erred 
to  H.M.I. 

Prosecutions  j 
1 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
health  Acts: 

■■■ant  of  Cleanliness 

2 

o 

Uj 

■/ant  of  vontiLation 

_ 

Ovorcrov;ding 

“ 

ant  of  drainage  of . floors  ... . 

1 

1 

- 

i 

Other  nuisances 

1 

1 

(insufficient, 
Sanltar^r  (unsuitable  or 

JiCcomoda tion( defect i ve  , 

2 

2 

■ 

(not  separate  for 
( sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  ‘Aorkshops  acts; 

Illegal  occupation  of  Under- 
PTOund  Bakehouses , . 

! 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

C 

6 

nil 

1 

nil 

I am,  Ladies  and  Cjent Lemon, 
Cyril  Morgan. 

Sanitary  Inspectr. 
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